
the process as with the treatment, or rather with its
results. Some interesting observations of an original
character were made in this connection in an address
delivered a short time ago by Goodhart,1 before the
Reading (England) Pathological Society. He expressed
the conviction that in the majority of cases of uric-acid
intoxication the condition is scarcely one of diet at all,
as uric acid will sometimes appear in the urine when,
so far as is known, all food capable of giving rise to it
has been withheld. Uric acid is considered as an ash or
a final product common to the many metabolic processes
that take place within the body. In one case the cause

may be the visceral sluggishness that is the common

outcome of nervous exhaustion; in another the heredi¬
tary condition that determines gout; in still another a
great or a sudden shock or great anxiety or exhausting
illness; in others some early defect in the kidney; in
others it may be an indication of senility and of a failure
on the part of the organism to accommodate itself rapid¬
ly to various changes in its environment. The import¬
ant part in the arrangement of a dietary is first to deter¬
mine the metabolic capability of the individual. Thus,
under suitable conditions even sugar and fat and alcohol
in one form or another may be permitted. The object
of treatment should be, so far as possible, to prevent the
formation of uric acid rather than its elimination. The
free drinking of water is a most useful measure, not only
flushing out sand in the urinary passages, but also soft¬
ening and disintegrating small calculi.

Medical News.
Dr. Gegenbauer, professor of anatomy at Heidel-

berg, has been awarded the Vohlbrecht prize of 12,000
marks for works on natural science.
Composition of Oleomargarin.\p=m-\SecretaryWilson,

of the United States Department of Agriculture, is mak-
ing an effort to determine the ingredients which go to-
ward making oleomargarin. It is believed that much of
what is sold as pure butter is made from a mixture of
cheap fats and tallow, together with deodorizing sub-
stances and artificial coloring matters.
Committee Appointments.\p=m-\Ata meeting of the

American National Committee of the XIIIth Inter-
national Medical Congress, held at the Cosmos Club,
Washington, D. C.,May 2, with Dr. W. W. Keen in the
chair, the secretary read the minutes of the preceding
meeting and reported that about two hundred American
physicians had already joined the Congress. It was

unanimously voted that the president of the American.
Medico-Psychological Association be added to the Com-
mittee, and that the organizations whose presidents com-
pose the Committee be requested to contribute to the ex¬

penses of the Committee. The meeting adjourned sub¬
ject to the call of the president.
Invitation to International Dermatological

Congress.—At the meeting of the American Derma¬
tological Association, just held in Washington in con¬
nection with the Congress of American Physicians and
Surgeons, a committee was appointed consisting of Drs.
J. Nevins Hyde, of Chicago, Henry W. Stelwagon, of
Philadelphia, and T. Caspar Gilchrist, of Baltimore, to
represent the Association at the International Dermato¬
logical Congress which meets in Paris in August. The

committee is to extend an invitation, in the name of the
Association, to the members of that Congress to hold the
next international meeting in New York City. It was
further instructed, in the event of the Congress giving a
favorable response, to present the name, and urge the
election, of Prof. James C. White, of Boston, the first
president of the American Dermatologieal Association,
and an honorary member of the French and Italian
Dermatologieal societies, for the presidency of that Con¬
gress.
Progress of the Plague.—Having one of the best

harbors in the world, Sydney, N. S. W., acts as a ship¬
ping center for the South Sea Islands, and a corre¬

spondent writes that the plague is thus thought to have
gained entrance from one of the New Caledonia group.
Up to the date of writing (April 11), 94 cases were re¬

ported, with 31 deaths. All cases, with one exception,
were in English-speaking people, the exception being in
a Chinaman, and all but one can be traced to the orig¬
inal plague center around the wharves. Among other
sanitary measures in progress, 28,600 rats were de¬
stroyed. It has also been demonstrated that the flea
acts as a means of inoculation, and 4 cases are reported,
all showing blebs, the result of flea bites. In three the
blebs were broken before examinations could be made,
but those from the other patient showed the bacilli of
plague present. Plague serum has been used in about
1200 contacts. Cases of plague are also present in
Melbourne, Perth West and Brisbane. According to
the British Medical Journal (April 28), the deaths
from plague in Bombay city showed an increase for the
first week in April over the last week in March. For
the first 4 days in April, in Karachi, the new cases were,
respectively, 49, 31, 54 and 60, and the deaths, 34, 28J
33 and 42. For the same dates, in Calcutta, they were,
111, 109, 93 and 103, and the deaths, 99, 109, 104 and
89. One new case was reported in Mauritius for the
week ending April 19.
Medical Service in Transvaal War.—S. Osborn,

chief surgeon of the Metropolitan Corps of the St. John
Ambulance Brigade, speaking of the hospital arrange¬
ments in South Africa (The Lancet, April 21), says
that the war has upset many of their former ideas as to
military surgery, because many seriously wounded men,
suffering from injuries which would, ordinarily, have
demanded operative measures, have recovered without
surgical interference. While this might have been due
either to the excellent antiseptic dressings adopted as

first aid on the field, or to the nature of the projectile,
he is inclined to think it is because of the antiseptic pre¬
cautions. The ambulance and nursing organizations, in
point of comprehensiveness and efficiency, he considers
far beyond anything of the kind previously seen; and
though he served in the Franco-German War, in the
wars between Russia and Turkey and between Turkey
and Greece, he says that never was the effort to save the
lives and limbs of the wounded made on anything like
the extensive scale found in South Africa to-day. In
regard to the rescue of the wounded, the devotion shown
by the ambulance section of the British army, and the
completeness of the machinery by which the efforts have
been aided, is most admirable, since every engagement
has witnessed scenes of heroism in which the officers of
the Royal Army Medical Corps and their helpers have
themselves suffered wounds and death in the discharge
of their duties. As to enteric fever, at Modder River 6
per 1000 of those inoculated and 9 per 1000 of the non-
inoculated suffered from the disease, and the prevalency
of this he considers the saddest feature of the situation.1 The Lancet, January 6, p. 1; The Journal, January 27, p. 225.
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NEW YORK.
The sixty-ninth eommencement of the Albany Medical

College was held May 2. The class numbered twenty-five and
is the last to be graduated under the three-year course. The
address was made by Dr. Jas. H. Canfield, librarian of Colum¬
bia University, and Rev. Dr. Raymond, president of Union Uni¬
versity, conferred the degrees.

New York City.
Rev. George F. Clover, who has been connected for a num¬

ber of years with St. Luke's Hospital, has been appointed
pastor and superintendent to fill the vacancy caused by the
retirement of the Rev. George S. Baker, previously noted in
The Journal.
A fire in the industrial school on Randall's Island recently

caused a panic among the inmates of the Children's Hospital
and neighboring institutions. The school, which was a one-

story frame building, was burned to the ground, but the fire did
not spread to the adjoining buildings.

nurses' convention.
About one hundred superintendents of training schools for

nurses have just held a convention in this city, and during the
three days they were in session discussed various topics con¬
nected with the training of nurses. Special attention was given
to a consideration of the advisability of increasing the course
of study to three years, fifty schools having already done so.

They also adopted the following resolution:
Resolved, That this society strongly indorses the principles

set forth in the Army Nursing bill recently brought before
Congress, and pledges itself to use every effort to further the
objects therein set forth.

honor dr. jacobi.
A complimentary dinner was given to Dr. A. Jacobi on the

evening of May 5, in commemoration of his 70th birthday.
Dr. Joseph D. Bryant presided, and among those who responded
to toasts were Carl Schurz; Seth Low, president of Columbia
University; Dr. William H. Thomson, president of the Academy
of Medicine; and Dr. William Osier, of the John Hopkins Uni¬
versity. A notable feature of the evening was the presentation
of the "Festschrift," a volume of 500 pages entitled "Inter¬
national Contributions to Medical Literature." This book is
modeled after those annually presented to European scientists
on similar occasions. For many years Dr. Jacobi has been
widely known as an authority on the diseases of children, but
particularly since 1870, when he became clinical professor in
that department of the College of Physicians and Surgeons.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Eleven cows near Spring City were recently declared in¬

fected with tuberculosis and ordered killed.
Land valued at $25,000 has been left to the Sisters of St.

Francis, for the establishment of a hospital for convalescents
on the hills adjacent to Bridgeport. The proposed building will
be constructed of gray stone, and when finished will cost in the
neighborhood of $75,000.

prevention op infectious diseases.

The annual report of Dr. Leonard Pearson, state veterin¬
arian, and of the State live Stock Sanitary Board, has been
submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture. Of the $40,000
allowed the Board, $26,992.98 was paid for the destruction of
tuberculous cattle; $233.50 for horses and mules suffering from
glanders; $5692.03 for tuberculin tests and inspection of ani¬
mals ; $2906 for inspections, vaccinations, etc. ; $3286.46 for
animals afflicted with other diseases than glanders and tuber¬
culosis, and $889.48 for special services in connection with the
enforcement of the law regarding the prevention of diseases
among cattle. There were 9 cases of glanders reported during
the year. Anthrax occurred in the following counties: Brad¬
ford, Cambria, Chester, Delaware, Franklin, Jefferson, Monroe,
Philadelphia, Pike, Potter, Susquehanna and Warren, with 236
deaths from the disease. Rabies was reported from 12 counties:
Allegheny, Berks, Blair, Center, Chester, Clearfield, Clinton,
Delaware, Erie, Montgomery, Philadelphia and Union. The
number of tubercular cattle found was 1187. They were paid
for at $22.30 a head.

Philadelphia.
Dr. Joseph Goldberquer has been appointed assistant to

Dr. T. F. Richardson, medical officer in command at the Reedy
Island Quarantine Station of this city.
During commencement week, a well-designed bust of the late

Dr. George B. Wood, formerly professor of the practice of
medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, will be presented
to the University.
Suit for $25,000 has been entered against Dr. Charles W.

Dulles, to recover damages for illegally declaring the plaintiff
insane. It is stated that the Doctor has a complete defense to
all the charges made.
The committees on elementary schools and hygiene, of the

Board of Education, recently adopted a resolution recommend¬
ing that regular instruction be given in physical culture in the
elementary schools and that a teacher be appointed to take
charge of such work at a salary of $1200 a year, beginning next
September.

MARYLAND.
Dr. Geo. W. Simmons has been appointed physician to Kent

County Jail, at Chestertown.
Dr. James W. Uric has been appointed health officer of Kent

County, vice Dr. W. Frank Hines.
Dr. J. L. Noble has been reappointed health officer of Caro¬

line County.
Baltimore.

Dr. Wm. Osler has been called to Canada to see his brother,
who is ill.
Dr. Lewis W. Armstrong has been appointed first assistant

in the insane hospital at Bayview.
Dr. St. Clair Spruill has resigned the post of superintend¬

ent of University Hospital.
Dr. N. G. Keirle, Jr., has been appointed resident physician

to Bayview Hospital, etc., and Drs. C. Howard Lewis, Frederick
Crawford and J. L. McKnight assistant physicians in the same
institution.
Dr. William R. Stover was formally installed as resident

physician in the Baltimore University Hospital, April 30. Dr.
William D. Bacon was made assistant.
Dr. Joseph Clement Clarke has been elected professor ofpsychiatry in the Woman's Medical College of Baltimore, vice

Dr. Edwin A. Brush, resigned. Dr. Clarke is a graduate of
the University of Maryland and superintendent of Springfield
Asylum for the Insane, Sykesville.
A complimentary dinner was tendered to Prof. Wm. H.

Welch, of the Johns Hopkins Medical School, May 4, by those
who have carried on investigations in his laboratory in past
years. On this occasion the "Festschrift," containing the work
of his pupils and associates, was presented to him as a testi¬
monial of affection and esteem and to mark the twenty-fifth
anniversary of his professional career.
The Thomas Wilson Sanitarium for sick children was

opened May 1. The hospital is eight miles from the city, on a
hill six hundred feet above sea-level ; there are three wards, each
accommodating about thirty. The mothers of the children are
allowed to come, their transportation being paid for them.
The scope of work in Johns Hopkins Hospital and Medical

School has again been broadened. The hospital will offer special
courses of instruction for graduates during May and June.
This is intended to meet the requirements of practitioners of
medicine and is almost wholly of a practical character.

OHIO.
Several cases of malignant diphtheria having been found

in Mansfield, the health officer caused an investigation to be
made. A sick cat, with which the children had been playing,
was found to have diphtheria germs in its throat.

appropriations.
The seventy-fourth general assembly of the State of Ohio, just

adjourned, appropriated $480,400 for the Ohio Hospital for
Epileptics at Gallipolis, for the fiscal years 1900 and 1901.
For construction the sum of $125,000 is available, and the items
are a general hospital ($35,000), administration building ($50,-
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000), and two new cottages for patients ($40,000). The pur¬
chase of more land, including a considerable addition to the
colony farm, is also authorized. Funds are provided for the
continuation of the work in the pathologic laboratory, and a

special appropriation has been made expressly to enable this
laboratory to participate in the pathologic exhibit of the
American Medical Association.

the ohio law.
The new medical practice act enacted April 14, 1900, by the

Ohio Legislature is of more than local interest, and now that
a copy of the measure has come to hand a satisfactory review of
its provisions can be made. The number and character of the
Board of Medical Registration and Examination was not
changed, and the Board will consist, as formerly, of seven mem¬
bers, of whom three are "regulars." The new portions of the
law will take effect on July 1, with the exception that students
who were matriculated in Ohio medical colleges on Jan. 1, 1900,
and who shall graduate from their respective schools and pre¬
sent their diplomas to the Board prior to July 1, 1904, shall
be entitled to have their diplomas simply registered as provided
by the existing statute. This concession to the students was

necessary in order to silence their opposition to the bill as a

whole, and it is not in any way unjust, for present students
matriculated at Ohio colleges with the implied understanding
that their diplomas when received would entitle them to a

State license.
With this exception, all applicants to practice medicine in

Ohio must pass a satisfactory examination before the State
Board in the future in all branches of medicine; and more im¬
portant still, shall present, as a necessary preliminary to their
admission to the examination, certain specified evidences of
previous education. In this respect the Ohio law is now second
to none; for in addition to having a medical diploma granted
after four years of study in a medical college which is recog¬
nized by the Board as in good standing, the applicant must
show either that he has obtained the degree of A. B., B.S., or
its equivalent from a reputable college; or a diploma from a

normal school, high school or seminary, issued after four years
of study; or a teacher's permanent or life certificate; or a stu¬
dent's certificate of examination for admission to the freshman
class of a reputable college; or a certificate of his having
passed an examination conducted by the Board itself.
From this it will be seen that the State of Ohio is no longer

behind in the. matter of medical legislation, but possesses a
statute second to none in its standard of educational qualifica¬
tion.
The Board has always had some difficulty in adjudicating

questions that arose from the presentation of diplomas which
under terms of the former law in regard to various forms of
foreign certificates, entitled the holder at home to practice a

certain branch of his profession. This has been fully met in the
new statute by a plain statement that the certificate must
have conferred the full right to practice all branches of medi¬
cine or surgery in some foreign country. Another important
provision is the one permitting the Board to arrange for reci¬
procity in registering certificates which have been acquired from
state boards after examination when the other states have laws
demanding an equal grade of qualifications. This is one of the
first direct legal enactments toward arranging for reciprocity
in registration, something in which so many medical societies
are now interested.
While under the existing law midwives were required simply

to produce evidence of some experience in order to secure a
license, the new statute compels them to appear before the
Board and take such examination as it shall require. Because
many loopholes had been found by lawyers, in the section of the
former law that defined the practice of medicine, a new one has
now been enacted which will prove much more difficult of
evasion, and even the Supreme Court of Ohio, which not long
since held that osteopathy was not " an agency for the treat¬
ment, cure or relief of any bodily injury, infirmity or disease,"
will probably not be able to nullify this revised section. It will
not be so difficult in the future to secure proof of the illegal
practice of medicine. This section being of some general in¬
terest, it is given in full, as follows:

Any person shall be regarded as practicing medicine or sur¬
gery within the meaning of this act, who shall use the words
or letters "Dr.," "Doctor," "Professor," "M.D.," "M.B.," or any
other title in connection with his name which in any way
represents him as engaged in the practice of medicine or sur¬
gery or midwifery, in any of its branches, or who shall pre¬
scribe or who shall recommend for a fee for like use any drug
or medicine, appliance, application, operation or treatment of
whatever nature, for the cure or relief of any wound, fracture
or bodily injury, infirmity or disease. The use of any of the
above-mentioned words or letters or titles in such connection
and under such circumstances as to induce the belief that the
person who uses them is engaged in the practice of medicine
or surgery or midwifery or any of its branches, shall be deemed
and accepted as prima facie proof of an intent on the part of
such person to represent himself as engaged in the practice of
medicine or surgery or midwifery.
The osteopaths having developed strength, largely through

the influence of Senator J. B. Foraker, some recognition of them
became necessary to the enactment of the law. Even then
they almost succeeded in getting a law of their own passed,
that would have nullified all restrictions governing the practice
of medicine, and this measure was openly lobbied for by two
judges of the Supreme Court of Ohio. The law, as passed,
provides that an osteopath must have a diploma from a legal
school of osteopathy which requires four years of study of at
least five months, each taken in four separate years; and that
he must pass a satisfactory examination before the state board,
in anatomy, physiology, chemistry and physical diagnosis. It
is also provided that osteopaths "shall not be granted the priv¬
ilege of administering drugs, or of performing major or opera¬
tive surgery."
The passage of this amended law is the full fruition of the

dreams for many years of the leading members of the Ohio·
profession, and it required the most assiduous and most self-
sacrificing labor on the part of the legislative committee of the
State Medical Society assisted by committees of some of the
local societies. The result, however, clearly demonstrates that
when the medical profession shows itself to be determined in its
requests to the politicians it can overcome all opposition. Be¬
cause the new Ohio statute is to be administered by but one
board for all the so-called schools of medicine, in addition to
the commendable points above enumerated, it possesses features
of superiority over any medical law in America, and it will no
doubt for many years be a model after which other states will
pattern. The politicians can not attempt to disturb it for two
years at least.

Cincinnati.
At the commencement exercises of the Cincinnati College of

Medicine and Surgery, May 2, diplomas were granted to thir¬
teen young men and women.
Twenty-seven young men Avere graduated, May 1, from the

Miami Medical College. The alumni banquet was attended by
two hundred members.
A citizens' committee visited the city council recently and

secured the repeal of the compulsory vaccination ordinance.

ILLINOIS.
The ladies of the hospital board at Galesburg gave a benefit

bazaar and concert May 1 and cleared $500.
Chicago.

Dr. Arthur R. Edwards has returned from an extended
European trip.
Dr. James B. Herrick announces that he will hereafter limit

himself to office and consultation practice.
Last week the donations to the fund for the hospital for

consumptives were $1186, bringing the total up to $18,333. The
committee awaits only the settlement of the labor trouble to
begin building.
Examination of candidates for license to practice medicine

was held May 3. There were 105 applicants.

KANSAS.
Six acres of ground have been transferred to the Bethany

Hospital Association at Kansas City for the consideration of
$12,500, and on this site will be built a new $100,000 hospital.
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Rev. J. H. James, of Oakley, Kan., has given $60,000 of this,
and work will be commenced soon.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
bill for increase of medical department of army.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
Sec. 1.—That there shall be added to the number of medical

officers of the army now authorized by law, four assistant sur¬
geons-general with the rank of colonel, thirty surgeons with
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, thirty surgeons with the rank of
major, and eighty assistant-surgeons with the rank of first
lieutenant who shall have the rank of captain at the expiration
of five years' service as now provided by law. Provided that
the original vacancies created by this act in the grade of colonel,
lieutenant-colonel and major shall be filled by seniority promo¬
tion in accordance with established laws and regulations.
Sec. 2.—Hereafter candidates for appointment in the med¬

ical corps of the army who pass a medical examining board in
compliance with existing regulations, shall be appointed acting
assistant-surgeons for a probationary period of six months;
during this probationary period they shall attend the army
medical school established at the army medical museum in the
city of Washington, and the faculty of the army medical school
shall report to the Secretary of War at the end of the prescribed
course of instruction upon the fitness and relative standing of
the probationary candidates; those who are peeommended by
the faculty may then be commissioned by the President to fill
existing vacancies in the medical corps of the army.
Sec. 3.—Acting assistant-surgeons appointed in accordance

with the provisions of Section 2 shall be paid $100.00 per month
and shall not be entitled to any allowance or to mileage in re¬

porting for the prescribed course of instruction, or in returning
to their homes if they are not recommended for a commission.
Sec. 4-—The number of acting assistant-surgeons appointed

in accordance with the provision of Section 2 shall not exceed
the number of vacancies existing or to result from retirements
during the probationary period.
See. 5.—Candidates who have rendered satisfactory service as

acting assistant-surgeons or as commissioned medical officers
in the volunteer army of the United States for a period of
six months or more, shall be exempted from this period of
probation and may be commissioned at once if vacancies exist
and they pass a satisfactory examination as to their physical,
moral and professional qualifications.

DELAWARE.
The governor has appointed the following trustees of the

State Insane Asylum : Drs. J. J. Black of Newcastle, J. H. Wil¬
son of Dover, and H. W. Baker of Seaford.
The following members of the Wilmington Board of Health

have recently been elected: president, George B. Ward; treas¬
urer, James H. Morgan; secretary, Andrew A. Cahill; execu¬
tive officers, Harry Graham, Thomas Garvey, George Spath and
Thomas Welsh.

LOUISIANA.
The sixth annual session of the Charity Hospital Alumni

Association was held in New Orleans the 18th ult.
A large class was graduated from the medical department

of Tulane University, May 2. The total number of students this
year was 426, the largest in the history of the college.

NEBRASKA.
At the commencement exercises of Creighton Medical College,

held in Omaha, April 27, a class of twenty-two received
diplomas. Prof. J. L. Greene, of Lincoln, who is a member of
the faculty, delivered the doctorate address, and Rev. M. P.
Dowling, president of Creighton University, conferred the de¬
grees and presented the prizes.

IOWA.
At Cedar Rapids, the Sisters of Mercy cleared over $1300

through a bazaar given to raise money for furnishing and
equipping a hospital.
The new St. Joseph's Hospital buildings were dedicated in

Sioux City, May 6. The institution was founded about ten
years ago, but the improvements and enlargements made recent¬
ly have cost $150,000.

MISSOURI.
The sum of $3000 has been subscribed for the erection of a

chemical laboratory at Westminster College, at Fulton. The
building when completed will cost $5000.
The commencement exercises of the Marion-Sims College of

Medicine in St. Louis occurred April 27, and fifteen received
diplomas from the medical department. Rev. J. W. Day ad¬
dressed the graduates and Dr. Y. H. Bond conferred the de¬
grees.

WASHINGTON.
A new ward will be added to the Medical Lake Hospital for

Insane; $4000 has been appropriated for the purpose and the
plans are now being drawn.
Spokane is to have a new Protestant Hospital. John A.

Finch has donated a site and about $15.000 has already been
pledged. The cost will be about $50,000. It will be incorpo¬
rated as St. Luke's Hospital, under the auspices of the Protes¬
tant Episcopal Church.

CANADA.
Dr. G. A. B. Addy, St. John, N.B., has gone to England to

study pathology under Dr. Sims Woodhead.
Dr. J. W. Daniel has just been elected mayor of St. John by

over 600 majority.
The medical health officer of Toronto, accompanied by tke

city engineer, will go to Europe soon for information regarding
the construction of sewers.
Eighteen medical students from McGill University are mak¬

ing their way to the Paris Exposition by taking care of cattle
on the Lake Huron.
The McKay bill, previously discussed in these columns, has

been withdrawn from the local legislature.
Dr. P. A. McLennan, Nelson, B. C, has been appointed pub¬

lic vaccinator for the Kootenay districts, with power to perform
vaccination on all school «hildren.
The smallpox outbreak in Winnipeg has extended to twelve

cases. Four nurses of the General Hospital are down with the
disease and another death has occurred.
At the coming meeting of the Ontario Medical Association,

June 6 and 7, Dr. Lewellys Barker, of Chicago, will deliver the
address in medicine, and Dr. Luke Teskey, the address in sur¬

gery.
The Provincial Board of Health of Manitoba has issued a

circular letter to the press dealing with the benefits of vaccina¬
tion. The city officer of Montreal has also had published a
decision of a U. S. judge on the same question.
Dr. Farrell, Halifax, has issued a warning to the citizens of

that city who are moving at this time of the year, to the effect
that tenants should see that all apartment houses and other
residences have been thoroughly disinfected and especially
should this precaution be taken where consumptives have been
the previous occupants.

MEDICAL ALLIANCE OF AMERICA.
The Canada Gazette contains the notice of the incorporation

of this institution. It emanates from Montreal and is composed
of citizens of that city. Full particulars appeared in The
Journal early last fall, but this may be given as additional
information. The company is a limited one with a capital of
$100,000, in $10 shares. Among other powers bestowed, the
following is granted: "To negotiate and arrange agreements
and contracts between physicians, surgeons, pharmacists, nurses
and the like, whose professio» or calling is to care for and at¬
tend the sick, injured or infirm on the one hand, and such per¬
sons as desire these services on the other hand, whereby the
latter shall be attended, treated and cared for by the former
in return for a fixed fee or subscription, payable weekly or
otherwise, to be collected and paid by said proposed corpora¬tion."

TRAUMATIC ORIGIN OF CANCERS—A MEDICOLEGAL CASE.
A case which has caused much talk among the profession in

Toronto has just been concluded here in the courts of law.
About the middle of last December, a traveler was walking tohis home and carrying two heavy valises. He slipped, and in
the attempt to recover himself, it is alleged that one of the
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valises was thrown against the region of his liver with some
violence. About the beginning of January the man went on a
business trip to the maritime provinces, not having suffered
much from the accident, but still not being in good health. He
returned early in February, when his physician counseled an

exploratory incision. This was performed, and it was found
that he was suffering from a severe cancer of the liver. The
incision was immediately closed, and two days later the man
died. Dr. H. B. Anderson performed a post-mortem and found
that the liver was greatly involved with caiteer, and that there
was also a nodule in the head of the pancreas. Nothing was
found in any other part of the body. The traveler carried an
insurance (accident) policy for $5000, and the company refus¬
ing to entertain the claim; suit was brought for the recovery
thereof, and a goodly number of the city physicians were sum¬
moned to give expert evidence, pro and con. It turned out that
that part of the liver adjacent to the supposed injury was

entirely free from the disease, and also that a doctor out of
town had examined the man two or three months before the
alleged injury and had diagnosed cancer of the liver. The ac¬
tion was dismissed.

ASSOCIATION OF TRAINED NI7RSES.
A bill was recently introduced into the Dominion Parliament

by Dr. Roddick, on behalf of nurses of Montreal, who sought to
obtain legislation toward the formation of a Canadian nurses'
association. Opposition developed which was ultimately suc¬
cessful in forcing the withdrawal of the measure. The powers
sought by this "association" were both extensive and unlimited
so far as the Dominion was concerned, and the latter was the
chief, though not the only, objection to the bill. J. Ross
Robertson, M. P., chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Victoria Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, took an active
part in opposing the measure, and it was through his energy
and representations to Dr. Roddick that the latter concluded
to withdraw the bill. The introduction of the measure has,
however, accomplished good, for it has laid the foundation for
the formation of a trained nurses' association for the entire
Dominion. The membership of this will include the woman

superintendents of all the hospitals of Canada, together with
the alumnœ of each training school. The hospital authorities
of the following cities have already given their support to the
scheme: Vancouver, Winnipeg, London, Hamilton, Toronto,
Kingston, Montreal, Ottawa, St. John and Halifax. It is
understood that in the formation of this society Dr. Roddick
will give hearty co-operation.

SAMARITAN HOSPITAL, MONTREAL.
The annual meeting of the above institution for women was

held last week and the results show that the hospital is in a

very satisfactory condition. The surgeon-in-chief, Dr. A. Lap-
thorn Smith, read his report for the year. During the 5*4
years since the hospital was founded, there has been each year
a very substantial growth, while the past one has been the
most active in the whole history of the institution: 124 patients
have been under treatment, as compared with 101 last year,
an increase of 23 per cent. ; 41 of this number suffered from
tumors or other forms of abdominal disease, requiring abdom¬
inal section for their cure. Of these 41 women, none died in
the hospital, but 2 with hopeless cases of cancer died two weeks
after return to their homes. There were 95 other gynecologic
operations for inflammations, lacerations, cancer, etc., and 24
received only medical treatment. Three deaths occurred in the
hospital during the year, but not one from the 41 major opera¬
tions. In addition, in the out-door department, 150 patients
were treated, 23 of these were admitted to the wards. Thus
274 patients have been cared for during the year, and 1310
since the hospital began its work. The receipts for the year
amounted to $3086 and the disbursements $2696. It is alto¬
gether likely that a new building will shortly be erected. Dr.
A. Lapthorn Smith was re-elected surgeon-in-chief, and Sir Wm.
Hingston consulting surgeon. Sir James Grant and Dr. F. W.
Campbell were elected consulting physicians.

RECENT MEDICAL LEGISLATION IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Three acts of importance to the medical profession in the
province of Nova Scotia passed the legislature at its recent sit¬
ting: An act to amend the public health act; one to establish

a provincial sanatorium for the treatment and care of persons
suffering from tubercular disease of the lungs, and a third,
introduced by Dr. Kendall, which aimed to remedy the abuses
associated with medical attendance on employees of collieries
and manufacturing companies. The act regarding the public
health of the province provides for the appointment of county
medical health officers, who shall be duly qualified practitioners.
As noted in The Journal last fall, Nova Scotia was far be¬
hind the times in this respect. These appointments are to be
for one year, the appointee to be paid a salary of not less than
$100. The act also sets forth at considerable length the duties
required of these officers. Nova Scotia is the first province in
the Dominion to set apart an allowance for the erection of a
state sanatorium for consumptives; and the $15,000 provided
for this purpose speaks well, when it is remembered that the
Ontario legislators voted, at their recent session, only $4000,
to enable municipalities to carry on this work. Clause (h) of
the act is: "To pay to any municipal or civic body, corpora¬
tion, private person or benevolent organization maintaining and
conducting a sanatorium within the province for the treatment
and care of persons suffering from tubercular disease of the
lungs, a sum not to exceed 30 cents per day for not more than
100 days that each patient may be in actual attendance and
under treatment at such sanatorium."

Medicine in the Far East.
Vienna, Austria, April 13, 1900.
LUCKNOW.

To the Editor: I found rather "short picking" as far as

medicine is concerned, in Lucknow. There is a special hospital
there for lying-in and gynecologic cases, but as everywhere in
India women have a deep-rooted prejudice against allowing
men to examine or treat them; they are very generally cared
for by an inexperienced female.
By a visit to King's Hospital. I made the acquaintance of Dr.

Raham Khan Bahadur, a native physician of wide reputation,
and especially noted as an operator for cataract.
The Doctor has done over 7000 operations of this kind, after
a manner that he claims is practiced only by himself. He uses

pure cocain in powder, to render the eye insensible. He makes
the usual incision before his extraction, but uses no eye specu-
lum, and does not fix the eye with forceps while operating.
After the incision is made, he uses a small ring-shaped instru-
ment to press out the lens, but makes his pressure on the out¬
side of the eyelid. The room that he operated in opened out on
a dirty street; the air was full of dust, and he failed to wash
his hands before beginning to operate, though he took the pre¬
caution to dip his instruments into hot water before using
them. In spite of all this his results seemed to be excellent.
The Doctor, like the other physicians whom I met in India, has
a general practice. I saw a few patients with typhoid ferer
in his wards, all white men; in fact, every white man he had
in his service had this disease, while among the natives, who
out-numbered the whites twenty to one, there was not a case.

In the management of enteric fever the Doctor has a hobby,
i. e., the restriction of the diet of his patients. He claims that
overfeeding is responsible for a large amount of the mortality
in this complaint. He gives his patients only sterilized milk,
and limits the quantity of this to from 1% to 2 pints in the

twenty-four hours. As to medication, he is entirely indifferent,
but washes out the entire lower bowel by free injections of
tepid water once in twenty-four hours.

AGRA.
I visited the Civil Hospital of this place, under the charge of

Dr. Anderson, in whom I found one of the best all-around men.
He is a living refutation of the idea that for thorough effi¬

ciency in the practice of medicine it is necessary to divide it
into an infinite number of specialties. I saw him do, in one

forenoon, a half dozen cataract operations, with marked
skill, and he crushed a stone in the bladder with a dexterity
that I have seldom seen excelled. He also operated for hemor-
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